
11/Use the camera 

Not Instagram or Snapchat or any 

other photo-social service. They tend 

to downsample photos to save 

bandwidth. Yay for your data plan, 

boo for your image quality.  

 

 

 

 

12/Tell a story 

Take photos that tell a story. Stories 
are compelling. Show emotions, and 
not just the “good” ones.  

13/Be minimal 

Don’t put too much stuff in your 
photo. Let the viewer see what you 
think is important.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14/Frame it 

Surround your subject with people, 
objects, colours, etc. that help to 
frame the subject and draw 
attention to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

15/Shoot lots 

It’s frustrating to finish taking 

pictures at an event and realize you 

don’t have much to work with. 

Expect to throw away at least 95% of 

your pictures. If you want a lot of 

good pictures, you need a lot of 

pictures.  

Ce l l  Phone   
Photography 

Great pictures are possible. 



1/Clean your lens 

How can you use a dirty lens to take 

a clean picture? 

Try a clean cloth. Glasses-cleaning 

cloths are perfect, but t-shirts do 

okay in a pinch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/Tap to focus 

No one wants the subject to be 

blurry. On most phones you tap on 

the subject to autofocus. Try tapping

-and-holding for focus locking. 

3/Don’t zoom in 

Your phone doesn’t have optical 

zoom. It’s really just cropping the 

picture and throwing away pixels. 

See Tip 4. 

4/Get closer 

Most people take pictures from too 

far away. Get in there. Make sure 

your subject gets a lot of attention in 

your photo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/Keep the feet 

If you’re taking a picture of an entire 

person, be careful not to cut off their 

feet or the top of their head. If you 

can’t keep the feet, get even closer 

to make it less obvious. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6/Lighting matters 

Watch for lens flare, glare, “blowout” 

or silhouetting.  

Your phone’s flash is probably not 

useful. If you can, carry another light 

or borrow another person’s phone 

to use as a light.  

You can also adjust exposure in 

some apps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7/Get lower 

Crouch down for a picture instead. 

Things look different (and 

interesting) from a lower 

perspective. 

8/Just compose 

Focus (haha) on getting the structure 
of the photo right now. You can do a 

lot of editing on a computer later.  

9/Rule of thirds 

Your subject should usually be one-

third of the way from edges of the 

picture. The same thing is true for 

other lines in the photo. You can 

break this rule when you’re trying to 

show symmetry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10/Face the space 

If you’re following Tip 8 and using 

the Rule of Thirds, have your subject 

facing towards the two-thirds of the 

picture that remains. If your subject 

if moving, have them moving 

towards the open space.  

 

 

 

 

 


